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FROM THE TOP
Dear Brothers,

There has been so much that transpired with our fraternity 
over the past couple of years that it will be difficult to share 
everything in this edition of The Link. Therefore in this edition 
we will focus on the important issues. 

To begin, we revised the by-laws to allow officers to appoint 
directors and advisors. This allows more brothers from every 
class year to contribute to the leadership of our chapter.

The current board members have served for four years as 
COVID-19 prevented elections in 2020. We will hold elections in 
2022 and Jeff Gilliland, nominations chair, will be reaching out 
for nominations. We hope you will get involved. 

It is very likely that Virginia Tech will invite us to recolonize 
our chapter in January 2022. To do so successfully, we must 
create a Blacksburg-based Alumni Advisory Board, separate 
from the Alumni Chapter Board of Directors, to work directly 
with the new members and instill in them a culture of success. 
The AAB will be chaired by the Chapter Advisor, AKA High Pi.

We realize that communications has been a weak point for 
our chapter and probably a contributing factor for our being 
discharged from campus. We have taken steps to remedy this 
and have hired a communications firm to keep you better 
informed.

Regarding the house, the Board has made no decision on 
the future use of the property pending how it may best support 

the new colony and chapter. Because it is grandfathered into 
the town’s zoning laws as a designated fraternity house, it will 
bring us greater value in the short run if it is rented to another 
fraternity for the next year or so.

Lastly, I have been asked by some of you why we should 
recolonize. I know the new members will probably never know 
us but they will know the brotherhood which we experienced. 
Let’s remember the oath that we took:

 “We, the Brothers of Sigma Omega Tau/Lambda Chi Alpha 
believe that the best way to better ourselves in our relations, 
both social and other, with our fellow man is through the 
exchange of ideas and fraternity of common interests, and  
that these bonds are supreme among those things which  
bring men together.” 

Let’s give this new group a richer college experience, one 
where they meet new people and find everlasting friendships. 

I am happy to discuss this and I hope to 
see you on August 7 at our get together 
at Lake Anna, details above. Give me a 
call or email, I can be reached at 540-738-
2853 or fcbarry@gmail.com.

ΣΒ, ΖΑΧ,
Barry Buschow ’72 ΣΛ25 
President 

S U M M E R  G AT H E R I N G

DAT E 

Saturday, August 7, 11am to 5pm

LO C AT I O N 

Home of Dave and Ann Rice @ Lake Anna

D E TA I L S  A N D  R E G I S T R AT I O N

vtlambdachi.org/events
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DAT E 

Saturday, September 18, 12:00 pm kickoff

T W O  LO C AT I O N S

John and Connie DeBell, Catharpin

Hardywood Westcreek, Richmond

D E TA I L S  A N D  R E G I S T R AT I O N

vtlambdachi.org/events

http://www.vtlambdachi.org/events
http://www.vtlambdachi.org/events
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BROTHERHOOD 
BUSINESS

When I pledged in the Spring of 1966, I had no idea how 
important the ΣΩΤ/ΛΧΑ brotherhood would be in my life. 
Now, over 50 years later, I look back and can reflect on 
the value it has added to my life. Many of my best friends 
today were actives with me and those I have met since. 
We have roomed together, shared many vacations, and 
attended countless VT football games. I have participated 
in their weddings and those of their children. If I could 
have today’s market value of all the booze we drank over 
the years, I would be wealthy.

Unfortunately, the fraternity has had to deal with 
difficult issues recently. Certainly, COVID-19 impacted 
everyone. We have not had active members for four years. 
Prior to that, for some reason, too many alumni brothers 
from around 2000 to the present have been inactive. 
We’ve gone through a period where the communications 
to alumni brothers has gradually slipped. We also have a 
fraternity house, where we’ve all spent great times, but 
now is too small for gatherings of our size.

Much discussion has been centered around the 
fraternity house. It is now rented and producing a nice 
profit. We believe it is worth approximately $500,000 on 
the market. I have been a proponent of selling it and 
using the income in a positive way. As we continue to 
research this issue, I’m sure the Board would appreciate 
all brothers weighing in on this important item.

Barry asked me to serve as an Adviser to the Alumni 
Board several years ago. The Board has had many ongoing 
discussions on how to turn things around. Fortunately, 
we are starting the recolonization effort 
—which I fully support—and we should have an active 
chapter on campus by Spring 2022.

As we recolonize the active chapter and research 
the disposition of the house, I feel very deeply that we 
must improve alumni communications and alumni 
engagement. To do this, we need professional support. 
Time has shown that volunteers can no longer support 

our needs. I believe increased financial support from our 
brothers will allow us to pay for better communication 
and will lead to greater alumni engagement.

Hiring a communications firm was discussed at length 
and the Board authorized the search for a company 
that could be retained. An RFP was developed and 
sent to three firms specializing in fraternity alumni 
communications. Two proposals were received and 
reviewed by all Board members. Mike Moorefield and 
Tim McDermott checked references. Both companies 
were excellent. 

During this process, I learned of Tim McDermott’s 
retirement. Tim has been carrying a big load for us as one 
of our most active alumni and his career is in alignment 
with what I felt the fraternity needed as a consultant. So, 
I called and encouraged him to submit a proposal. He 
expressed a strong concern that he would not meet our 
needs and expectations because the other companies 
had more depth and expertise. I asked if he had any 
objections to discussing it with Barry and the Board and 
he agreed.

At the next Board meeting when this was brought 
up and discussed, the entire Board almost immediately 
fully supported moving in the direction of hiring Tim. 
In the interim, Tim brought on Bob Bragg, who had also 
recently retired from a long fundraising career. It is a 
bonus to get Bob involved and be able to benefit from  
his experience. 

I believe I speak for the Board when I say that we could 
not be more delighted to have both 
Tim and Bob represent us. Together 
and with our support of their work, 
we will reinvigorate the alumni 
chapter.

Sigma Beta,
John DeBell ’68 ΣΩΤ
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TREASURER’S REPORT

H O M E TO W N  B A N K  A L U M N I  S U P P O RT  F U N D
• $13,187.24 as of 4/22/2021

H O M E TO W N  B A N K  Z E TA  H O U S E  F U N D
• $15,718.20 as of 4/22/2021

H O M E TO W N  B A N K  L A M B DA  C H I  A L P H A 
R E C O LO N I Z AT I O N  F U N D

• $14,389.97 as of 4/22/2021

The above three accounts total $43,295.41

4 1 3  E A S T  ROA N O K E  S T R E E T  M O RTG AG E  LOA N
• Original Loan was $85,000 at 4.61% with a 10 year call 

over a 30 amortization
• Monthly payment is $657.98 per month
• $28,236.26 Loan Balance as of 4/22/2021

L E A S E  O N  4 1 3  E A S T  ROA N O K E  S T R E E T
The house was leased to Kappa Sigma fraternity for a 1 year 
term (August 2020 – July 2021) with two (2) one year options 
remaining to renew, if we agree to the options. The rent is 
paid in full through April. Lease rate is $3,300 per month for 
this year (through July 2021) and this rate increases $100 per 
month for each year (if we renew). In addition, on August 1, 

2021, an additional security deposit 
will be placed with us. The total 
security deposit with us will then  
be $6,000. 

Presently Kappa Sigma is current 
on the rental payments.

Sam Long ’73 ΣΛ12
Treasurer

BENOIT LECTURESHIP
A group of brothers has joined together to raise a minimum  
of $160,000 to endow the Robert E. Benoit Lectureship in 
Biology within Virginia Tech’s College of Science. Housed  
at the Virginia Tech Foundation, this endowed fund will 
generate annual earnings that will be used to bring a noted 
scientist to campus each year to present a scientific lecture, 
meet with students, faculty, investigators, and contribute to  
the scientific community. 

Most importantly, this lectureship will permanently honor 
our long-time faculty advisor, mentor, and friend. This is the 
first endowed lectureship in the College of Science that will 
honor an emeritus member of the faculty and a key priority  
of the Dean. Another lecture series within the college has 
brought national and world-renowned scholars to campus, 
including a laser physicist, a nanoscientist, an astrophysicist 
(and also Nobel Laureate), an applied mathematician, the 
director of the NASA Astrobiology Institute, and a statistician 
who specializes in machine-learning. Discussions have delved 
into brain sciences, speech and hearing development, black 
holes, and more.

In addition to honoring Doc and his long service to our 
fraternity and its brothers, the Benoit Lectureship will 
demonstrate our fraternity is substantively involved with the 
academic life of the campus. The alumni of Sigma Omega 
Tau and Lambda Chi Alpha will be recognized as creating 
this endowment. Since it will be maintained at the Virginia 
Tech Foundation, all gifts are fully tax-deductible. The College 
of Science will manage the lectureship and ensure a Benoit 
Lecturer will speak on campus each year.

To date, nine brothers have formed the Benoit Lectureship 
Council and committed $100,000 to this endowment. The 
foundation has already received $25,000 in cash to establish the 
endowed account. 

Bob Bragg ‘80 ΣΛ88
Louis Brooking ‘68 ΣΛ243
John DeBell ‘68 ΣΩΤ
Jeff Gilliland ‘86 ΣΛ167
Woody Kessler ‘74 ΣΛ30

Joe Kinchloe ‘65 ΣΛ47
Tim McDermott ‘77 ΣΛ64
Mike Moorefield ‘73 ΣΛ31
Butch Webber ‘63 ΣΛ253

If you would like to learn more about this lectureship and 
how to contribute to the endowment at the Foundation, please 
contact either Bob Bragg (Robertbraggusa@gmail.com) or Tim 
McDermott (tamcdermott@me.com). They will connect you to 
the fundraising staff at the College of Science.

Patty ‘79 and Meg Gill ‘79 with friends in The Palms Turks and Caicos
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UT PROSIM. ET IN FUTURO.
Reflecting back several years ago on the reason why I 
became involved in the alumni organization comes down 
to two reasons: 

An impassioned plea that we were at a turning point 

A desire to reconnect after years of not being active with the 
alumni organization and losing touch. 

I’ve stayed active because while we may be years apart, we 
share the same bond and I want to pass on what was given 
to me to the next generation. 

"Nor do they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel 
basket; it is set on a lampstand, where it gives light to all in 
the house.” Matthew 5:15-16. 

We are again at a big turning point as we look to repent 
from our past transgressions and recolonize at Virginia 
Tech. Thinking about the passage from Matthew, our 
Ritual, and the meaning of Delta Pi, I believe, outside of 
the founding brothers, we were all given a gift and a duty 
to usher in the next generation. 

It is a selfish man who takes from something, grows 
from it, and doesn’t want to share it. We have all grown 

from our fraternal experiences. Absolutely we had a ton 
of fun and memories that can’t all be remembered, but we 
also got a chance at leadership and working with others 
that carried forward into our careers and later lives. 

That’s why it’s important we recolonize; to pass on 
that opportunity to a new generation. It won’t be the 
same experience that I had in the 2000s nor will it be the 
same experience from the 1950s, but it will give a new 
generation an opportunity to gain those leadership and life 
skills we all did. 

I’ll end with this: brothers from the 1990s to 2010s, you 
are missed. That isn’t meant to be a guilt trip, but more to 

let you know that a meeting doesn’t 
go by where we don’t brainstorm 
on how to make the alumni 
organization work better for our 
years. If you have any ideas please 
reach out and let us know.

All the best.
Nate Yingling ’07 ΣΛ521

Tom Paul ‘92 ΣΛ201, Steve McClaskey ‘87 ΣΛ180, Marc Saitta ‘85 ΣΛ145 , Steve Finley ’86 ΣΛ176, Andy Crescentini ‘88 ΣΛ214, Scott Hudson ’81 ΣΛ102, Marty Coyne ‘88 
ΣΛ190, Scott Tidey ‘86 ΣΛ169, David Scott ’88 ΣΛ188
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NOTES FROM CARMEL
As we at the Office of Administration (AKA Nationals or IHQ) 
have reconnected with Sigma-Lambda alumni to consider 
restarting our chapter at Virginia Tech, we’ve reflected on what 
we’ve learned over the past four years. In 2017, our chapter 
had strayed away from Lambda Chi Alpha’s core values and 
principles. Our team lacked an interpersonal connection with 
the chapter and local alumni advisors. We’ve realized that the 
Office of Administration must work hand-in-hand with our 
alumni brothers to provide frequent support and assistance 
to our undergraduate brothers if we are to sustain our 
brotherhood through the next generation of college students. 

Over the past several months, we were impressed and 
honored when the alumni board contacted us to build a 
partnership and consider returning to Virginia Tech’s campus. 
Our research proves that restarted chapters are far more 
successful with active alumni engagement. The Office of 
Administration is in full support of the opportunity to restart 
our chapter at Virginia Tech with the alumni board because 
of our high likelihood for success. If we are invited back to 
campus, the Office of Administration commits to providing our 
physical, tactical, and financial investments to the chapter’s 
restart, which we hope will position the chapter for a long and 
prosperous future. 

While the core values and principles of Lambda Chi Alpha 
have not changed through the years, the experience will look 
different from years prior. The newest generation of college 
students, Generation Z (or Gen Z, for short) are entering the 
collegiate landscape as we speak. Studies of Gen Z show that 
they are pragmatic, intentional in their decision making, 
and highly interested in their return on investment. If Gen 
Z is going to college, these men and women want to clearly 
understand, “What’s in it for me?” Knowing this generation 
holds our future brothers, the fraternity must shift its value 
proposition to incoming potential members. We have much 
to offer this generation, but we must focus on adding value to 
their lives and intentionally position them to be prepared for 
life after college through skills and leadership development.

Lambda Chi has reinvented the fraternal experience for 
today and tomorrow’s brothers. Over the past 18 months, we 
have invested $2.5 million in reshaping our undergraduate 
programming and developing value-added partnerships to 
the fraternity experience. Our fraternity education process is 
undergoing a revolutionary redesign that will provide a four-
year development program to all undergraduate members 

to prepare them for the Lambda Chi Alpha experience and 
life beyond the fraternity. Additionally, we’ve partnered 
with Kaplan to build our new Leadership Skills Certification 
Academy, which is a premiere training program that will 
deliver professional development resources, training, and tools 
that will enable fraternity members to turn relevant aspects 
of their college and fraternity experience into practical, 
marketable skills that will appeal to prospective employers. 
These programs are targeted to add more value to the fraternity 
experience and encourage Gen Z men to pursue Lambda Chi 
while in college. 

Thank you, Brothers, for your commitment and investment 
in Sigma-Lambda and Lambda Chi Alpha. We value your 
tremendous involvement, especially those with the legacy 
of Sigma Omega Tau who founded the chapter at Tech. We 
are eager to support your work to involve greater numbers 
of younger alumni. We look forward to our partnership and 

establishing a strong, prosperous chapter 
at Virginia Tech in the years to come. 

Chris Pockette ΒY896
ΛΧΑ Director of Expansion
cpockette@lambdachi.org
(317) 803-7352

Raees Seedat ‘15 ΣΛ700 (on right) will pursue his residency in orthopaedic surgery at 
Prisma Health, a 3,000 bed health care system affiliated with the University of South 
Carolina School of Medicine.

F U L L  A RT I C L E  O N  O U R  W E B S I T E

https://vtlambdachi.org/blog-2/
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MONEY MATTERS
I cannot remember the last time I made a gift to our 
fraternity. It has been many years and there have been 
many reasons not to give. I changed jobs, moved away, got 
married, bought a house, had a baby, paid for braces, bought 
another house, paid for college tuition, paid for a wedding…
and now I’m retired. I guess I ran out of reasons not to give, 
so this year I renewed my gift…and it felt great!

I hope you will join me this year and make a commitment 
to our brotherhood. Our fraternity will be back in its rightful 
place on the Virginia Tech campus very soon, and your gift 
will help those who will be following in our footsteps. Thank 
you so much for your support. 

Bob Bragg ’80 ΣΛ88

ALUMNI 
SUPPORT 
FUND
We encourage all brothers to support the Alumni Support 
Fund. This fund is necessary for payment of insurance on 
the house, repairs and maintenance, support of the alumni 
engagement program and retirement of our debt. Please be 
sure to thank the brothers that helped for their support. 

You can see the current list of donors at vtlambdachi.org/
donate. This 2021 donation list totals $4,255.50, our strongest 
start in over five years. I hope you will consider adding your 
support.

A L U M N I  S U P P O RT  F U N D  D O N O R S  2 0 2 1  
( 2 3  TO  DAT E )
Chris Balish ’90 ΣΛ231 D

Bob Bragg ’80 ΣΛ88 S

Barry Buschow ’72 ΣΛ25 D

Marty Coyne ’88 ΣΛ190 D

John DeBell ’68 ΣΩΤ  G

Helen McQueeney Eitt ’69 LS SW P

Stephen Gobrecht ’91 ΣΛ286 D

James “JJ” John ’71 ΣΛ4 S

Kevin “Tate” King ’79 ΣΛ94 D

Sam Long ’73 ΣΛ12  S

Richard Markham ’82 ΣΛ112 D

Matt Marshall ’98 ΣΛ420 G

Tim McDermott ’77 ΣΛ64 S

Mike Moorefield ’73 ΣΛ31 D

Richard Prestwood ’70 ΣΛ23 G

Kenneth Proctor ’00 ΣΛ416 D

Bruce Rogers ’64 ΣΛ250 S

Matt Saunders ’90 ΣΛ265 P

John Serumgard ’00 ΣΛ421 D

J. Preston Wall ’06 ΣΛ526 D

Butch Webber  ’64 ΣΛ253 S

Mark Zitz ’82 ΣΛ124 D

Kurt Zuch ’89 ΣΛ280 P

G I V I N G  L E V E L S
Platinum $1,000 or more, denoted by P
Gold $500 to $999, denoted by G
Silver $250 to $499, denoted by S
Dotson $100 to $249, denoted by D
LS – Little Sister
SW – Sweetheart

Rob Speeney ‘91 ΣΛ273 with his family in Utah’s Narrows Zion National Park 

(left to right) John Debell ‘68, John Funkhouser ‘67, Ron Temple ‘65, Steve Teel ‘67, 
Butch Webber ‘63 ΣΛ253, Joe Kincheloe ‘65 ΣΛ247, Barry Buschow ‘72 ΣΛ25

https://vtlambdachi.org/donate/
https://vtlambdachi.org/donate/
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DONATE NOW
There are three easy ways for you to donate to the Alumni 
Support Fund. The quickest and most secure is by going to 
vtlambdachi.org/donate/ and donating online. You can also 
scan the QR Code below to take you to the same site. If you 
would rather donate by mail, please fill out the form and send 
it to Sam Long at the address listed.

Sam Long, Alumni Chapter Treasurer Miller, Long & Associates, Inc. 

2618 Colonial Ave. SW

Roanoke, VA 24015

540-345-3233 (work)

NAME  

PREFERRED NICKNAME  CLASS YEAR

PHONE  CELL  

EMAIL ADDRESS 

HOME ADDRESS

TITLE/COMPANY

WORK ADDRESS

I AM PLEASED TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING GIFT THIS YEAR: $

20
21

 C
O

M
M

IT
M

EN
T 

FO
RM

Please make checks payable to Lambda Chi Alpha – VT Alumni Chapter and return this form with your gift to:

S C A N  TO  D O N AT E  N O W !

Gifts are currently not tax deductible; however, we hope you will make a gift regardless. Dotson cups are no longer stored at the house.  
If you want your past cup, contact Mike Whaley at michael@topofthestairs.net and for $20.00, he will mail it to you.

Webby and the Brothers

https://vtlambdachi.org/donate/


Lambda Chi Alpha Alumni Chapter at VT

CO Tim McDermott

602 Duncan St

Ashland, VA 23005-1911

PRESORTED

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

U.S. POSTAGE PAID

C2M LLC

22202

THE L
IN

KVTLAM
BDACH

I.O
RG

SUM
M

ER 2
021

N
O

. 1

VO
L. 3

9


